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trees for miles around them. Then the vederala
began to speak again:
"Yes, that was a wonderful charm. The headman
walked bow-backed for the rest of his life because
he would not give the girl. Aiyo! it is always the
women who bring trouble to us men, and yet what
can a man do? A man without a wife, they say, is
only half a man. There is no comfort in a house
where there is no woman to cook the meal."
"There is no need to use your charm, vederala,"
said Karlinahami, "if you want one for yourself."
"There is only one unmarried woman in the vil-
lage now/7 said the vederala, "and she is Silindu's
daughter."
An uncomfortable silence fell upon the listeners.
Karlinahami and Babun looked at Silindu, who re-
mained silent, his eyes fixed upon the ground. The
vederala's intentions were very clear, and the point
of his previous stories very obvious now. Punchirala
turned to Karlinahami:
"I was thinking but yesterday that it is time
that the girl was given in marriage. Babun here
has taken her twin sister, and it is wrong that a
woman should live alone."
"It is not for me to give the girl. She is her
father's daughter."
Sflindu's face showed his distress.   The vederala